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Pearl Seeking 
TREASURING HIS WORD 
Let’s do a quick overview of the entire Torah portion:

Monday: Gen. 28:10-22  Ya’aqob’s dream at Beyth El and his promise to 
Yahweh

Tuesday: Gen. 29  Ya’aqob meets Rahel; Laban deceives Ya’aqob; 
Wages and serving for Rahel; Le’ah has 4 sons

Wednesday: Gen. 30  More wives, more sons and a daughter; Ya’aqob 
wants to leave with his family; Outwitting Laban 
and his games

Thursday: Gen. 31:1-21  Ya’aqob takes his portion and family and leaves; 
Rahel steals the house idols from her father

Friday: Gen. 31:22 - 32:2  Laban tries to get his family and his idols back; 
An agreement is made between Ya’aqob and 
Laban

In this week’s Parsha Pearls lesson, we will be covering Ya’aqob’s dream and vow to 
Yahweh as well as Yahweh’s continuation of the covenant. Now, let’s read Gen. 28:10-22.

PARSHA POINTS 
● Ya’aqob’s brother Esaw was murderously angry over having the birthright and blessing 

taken from him. So, Yitshaq and Ribqah sent their younger son to live with his Uncle 
Laban until Esaw’s rage subsided - 27:43; 28:2

● One night, Ya’aqob stopped in a place called Luz to rest and laid down a stone (evan) as 
a pillow for his head - 28:11, 19

● Ya’aqob had a dream about a ladder (sullam) that reached from the 
earth to the heavens, with messengers (malakim) of Elohim going up 
and down the ladder (Most Scriptures refer to ‘messengers’ as angels; 
however, there is no specific Hebrew word for angel) - 28:12

● In his dream, Yahweh spoke to Ya’aqob from above the ladder, as He 
had done to Abraham his grandfather and Yitshaq his father - 28:13-
15; 12:1-3, 7; 13:14-17; 15:1, 7; 17:1-2, 4-8; 22:17-18; 26:3-5, 24

● Yahweh made the same covenant with Ya’aqob that He had made with 
Abraham and Yitshaq before him (28:13-15):

 ¾ “I am Yahweh your Elohim”
 ¾ “The land of Kena’an shall be for you and your seed”
 ¾ “Your seed shall be as the dust of the earth”
 ¾ “You shall break forth to the west, east, north and south”
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 ¾ “All the clans of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your seed”
 ¾ “I am with you”
 ¾ “I shall guard you”
 ¾ “I will bring you back to this land”
 ¾ “I will be with you until I fulfill what I have spoken”

● Ya’aqob awoke from his sleep and exclaimed that Yahweh had been there with him, and 
that he hadn’t known it (until that point) - 28:16

● Upon recognizing this, he became afraid and praised Elohim, acknowledging the 
awesomeness of the place where he was spoken to - 28:17

● In the morning, Ya’aqob set apart the location by taking the stone he 
had laid his head on and erecting it as a standing column (matsayvah), 
anointed it with oil - 28:18

● Ya’aqob changed the name of Luz to Beyth El, which means House of El - 
28:19

● Ya’aqob then made a vow (neder) to Yahweh who was with him, who had 
kept him in the way that he should go, and who had given him bread 
(lechem) and clothing - 28:20

● Ya’aqob made a vow that when he had returned in peace (shalom) to his parent’s home 
(28:21-22):

 ¾ the stone that became a standing column would become Elohim’s House
 ¾ Ya’aqob would give Him a tenth (asar) of anything that he received from Yahweh

DIGGING DEEPER 
Parents/Teachers may choose to use these prompts for further discussion of the Torah portion.

● What may have been the reason for Ya’aqob’s dream after he left his father’s home? 
Was it possible that Yahweh was reassuring him that everything he did was approved 
and guided? Why would Yahweh choose this time to appear to Ya’aqob and establish His 
covenant through him?

● Discuss John 1:51 in relation to Gen. 28:12.
● Why do you think Ya’aqob was afraid after his dream? (28:17)
● Notice that in Lech-Lecha, Ya’aqob’s grandfather Abraham had built an altar to Yahweh 

very near to where Ya’aqob set up the stone as a standing column and named it Beyth El 
(House of El). Later on, the ark of the Witness also dwelt in that same place. Was this 
coincidence, or something more? (28:19; 12:8; 13:3-4; also see Judg. 20:26-28)

● Look up the meaning of a ‘stone’ in Hebrew. How can it relate to and enrich this story’s 
meaning? (28:18)
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Searching Out Hebrew 
Parents/Teachers can print out the 'Hebrew Pronunciation Guide' to help with the pronunciation of 
Hebrew names and words. They can be cut out and used in conjunction with the Flashcards.

WORDS
Parents/Teachers see the following page for 3 x 5 card cut outs of the words from this week’s parsha. 
If printed on cardstock, they can be kept in a box to reinforce learning.

Evan ( אבן ) - stone

Sullam ( סולם ) - ladder

Malakim ( מלאכים ) - messengers

Matsayvah ( מצבה ) - standing column

Neder ( נדר ) - vow

Lechem ( לחם ) - bread

Shalom ( שׁׁלום ) - peace

Asar ( עשׁׂר ) - tenth

NUMBERS
Parents/Teachers can print out these numbers to have as additional resources. These can be found 
under the ‘Resources’ tab on the YMTOI website.

There are no Hebrew numbers for this week's lesson.

https://ymtoi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Flashcards_Pronounciation_Guide.pdf
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WORD MATCH
Match this week’s Hebrew words to their correct definition.

 Asar Bread

 Evan Ladder

 Lechem Messengers

 Malakim Peace

 Matsayvah Standing Column

 Neder Stone

 Shalom Tenth

 Sullam Vow
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WRITING HEBREW
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Counting What You Gained 
This next section is intended to be reinforcement of the lessons learned during this parsha. Choose the 
activities that best fit your child.

STORING UP TREASURE IN MY HEART 
The Katan Bet and Gadol memory verse is Genesis 28:14-15. You can review the verse with 
them by reciting it out loud, acting it out, putting it to music…whatever works for you.

MEMORY VERSE

And your seed shall be as the 
dust of the earth, and you shall 

break forth to the west and 
to the east, to the north and 
the south. And all the clans 

of the earth shall be blessed 
in you and in your seed.

And see, I am with you and 
shall guard you wherever you 
go, and shall bring you back to 
this land. For I am not going 
to leave you until I have done 

what I have spoken to you.

Genesis 
28:14-15

7.1_KB_Vayetze_Verse
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Use this space to draw a picture of the verse memorized.

Use this space to write out the verse memorized.
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SEEKING TREASURE 

1 

From where did Ya’aqob leave?

_____________________________

Where was Ya’aqob headed?

____________________________

(28:10)

3 

Circle all the items that were 
in Ya’aqob’s dream.

rope     ladder     sun     earth

messengers     heavens     planets     bridge

moon     Jack and the Beanstalk

(28:11-12)

5 

What did He say to Ya’aqob?

“I am Yahweh Elohim of _____________________ your father and the Elohim of 

_______________________. The ________________on which you are ___________, I 

give it to ______________ and your ___________________. And your _____________ 

shall be as the _____________ of the ________________, and you shall break forth to the 

__________ and to the __________, to the ________ and the _________________. And 

all the _____________ of the earth shall be _____________________ in you and in your 

seed. And ____________, I am with you and shall ___________________ you wherever you 

go, and shall _______________ _________ ___________ to this land. For I am not going 

to _________________ you until I have done what I have _________________ to you.”

(28:13-15)

2 

What did Ya’aqob sleep on?

Circle the correct choice 

brick      stone

Tempur – Pedic pillow

(28:11)

4 

Who was standing above the ladder?

______________________

(28:13)
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6 

What word was used to describe how 

Ya’aqob felt after the dream?

_________________________

(28:17)

7 

What did Ya’aqob do with the stone?

Circle the correct choices 

made an altar and offered a 
sacrifi ce to Yahweh

set it up as a standing column (pillar)

took it with him for good luck

put dirt over it to cover it up

poured oil on top of it

buried it in the sand

(28:18)

10 

What 2 things did Ya’aqob acknowledge 
that Yahweh provided him?

1. ____________________________

2. ____________________________

(28:20)

11 

What 2 things did Ya’aqob say would 
happen as a result of Yahweh’s 
provision after he returned home?

1. ____________________________

2. ____________________________

(28:21-22)

8 

What did he call the name of the 
place where the dream happened?

_____________ _____________

(28:19)
9 

What else did Ya’aqob do after the dream?

_________________________

(28:20)
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WORD SEARCH
Search for the hidden words from this week’s parsha.

D D G T N L M Y U A X M F A T S U D S S

F S V N O A L M S C H Y L T Q U V N Z J

L L J F A Z K H L F R C S J H O E F T W

E X X Q Y R L U A I U A P S J V T G S H

T D W F R I A Z L T E D C L A N S H E X

P K B C O R C H H T Q O I E P K A D E Z

Z U K R P M Z O D N U F H J A X B U D N

A T G S T A N D I N G C O L U M N E R C

Q W E S T E V B Z B F C V Y I E P K X F

M S I R A B F H S R A O Z C W G A L L I

Y T R A B E E R S H E B A T R B E R L X

K O X E A I W I X G A J M Y E H P P T S

T N N G G W T R Q P A D Y A T N E K Q H

C E T N M N B B E U G W A Y E O T J D B

M S N C J V E N S D S I E L N R M H J Y

I K E I K R N S E M D B T S P T D R X J

Z V F X H T U O S S X A J M O H R T Q U

P N F O J B N S G E K O L S K M F R J U

E W A Y V E U Q G J M Q B S B O E X F Z

X T D I K M Z C D C R P W M U Z E I Y V

BE’ERSHEBA
HARAN

STONES
DREAM
LADDER
EARTH

MESSENGERS

SEED
WEST
EAST

NORTH
SOUTH
DUST

CLANS
AWESOME
HEAVENS

STANDING COLUMN
OIL

BEYTH EL
TENTH
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Answer Key

D D G T N L M Y U A X M F A T S U D S S

F S V N O A L M S C H Y L T Q U V N Z J

L L J F A Z K H L F R C S J H O E F T W

E X X Q Y R L U A I U A P S J V T G S H

T D W F R I A Z L T E D C L A N S H E X

P K B C O R C H H T Q O I E P K A D E Z

Z U K R P M Z O D N U F H J A X B U D N

A T G S T A N D I N G C O L U M N E R C

Q W E S T E V B Z B F C V Y I E P K X F

M S I R A B F H S R A O Z C W G A L L I

Y T R A B E E R S H E B A T R B E R L X

K O X E A I W I X G A J M Y E H P P T S

T N N G G W T R Q P A D Y A T N E K Q H

C E T N M N B B E U G W A Y E O T J D B

M S N C J V E N S D S I E L N R M H J Y

I K E I K R N S E M D B T S P T D R X J

Z V F X H T U O S S X A J M O H R T Q U

P N F O J B N S G E K O L S K M F R J U

E W A Y V E U Q G J M Q B S B O E X F Z

X T D I K M Z C D C R P W M U Z E I Y V
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Complete the crossword using words from this week’s parsha.
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Across

4. What did Ya’aqob pour over the 
standing column?

6. As Yahweh did with Abraham and 
Yitshaq, He also made a________ with 
Ya’aqob.

8. Ya’aqob said that the standing column 
would become Elohim’s_________.

10. The messengers were going up and down 
the_____________.

11. Yahweh had given Ya’aqob________and 
clothing.

Down

1. Ya’aqob laid down a stone as a ______ 
for his head.

2. What was the name of Ya’aqob’s uncle?

3. For all that he received from Yahweh, 
Ya’aqob promised to give Him a_____.

5. Ya’aqob changes the name of Luz to 
what?

7. Ya’aqob made a ___________ to 
Yahweh after the dream.

9. Ya’aqob had a_______________.
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Answer Key
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Across

4. What did Ya’aqob pour over the 
standing column? oil

6. As Yahweh did with Abraham and 
Yitshaq, He also made a covenant with 
Ya’aqob.

8. Ya’aqob said that the standing column 
would become Elohim’s house.

10. The messengers were going up and down 
the ladder.

11. Yahweh had given Ya’aqob bread and 
clothing.

Down

1. Ya’aqob laid down a stone as a pillow for 
his head.

2. What was the name of Ya’aqob’s uncle? 
Laban

3. For all that he received from Yahweh, 
Ya’aqob promised to give Him a tenth.

5. Ya’aqob changes the name of Luz to 
what? Beyth El

7. Ya’aqob made a vow to Yahweh after 
the dream.

9. Ya’aqob had a dream.
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MAZE

1

2
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Precious Possessions 
NOTEBOOK PAGE
Materials:
● Cardstock - white & color of choice
● Copy paper
● Puffy paint - gold
● Double-sided foam dimensional
● Small brads
● Puncturing tool
● Repositionable glue
● Glue stick or double-sided tape
● Scissors
● Coloring pencils, crayons or markers
● Notebook Templates: A & B (BW) or C & D (color)

Parent/Teacher Preparation:
• Print Notebook Template A or C on copy paper. 
• Print Notebook Template B or D on cardstock. 
•  Depending on the skill level of the child, you may need to assist them in poking holes on Ya’aqob’s 

parts.

Instructions for the Notebook Page:
● If using BW Templates, color using medium of choice.
● Cut out all Template pieces - make sure that 

each set of dream bubbles stay connected. 
(P1a, P1b)

● Using various shades of green, draw in grass 
at the bottom of the colored cardstock using 
medium of choice. (P2)

Ya’aqob’s Dreams
Genesis 28:11-22

P1a

P1b

P2
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Instructions for the Notebook Page cont'd:
Attaching Dream Bubbles to Main Page

● Take the dream bubbles and fold them in half 
so that the pictures are on the inside. (P3)

● Connect both dream bubbles together using 
a glue stick or double-sided tape. Make sure 
that the ladder dream is the top dream, and 
the covenant dream is the bottom dream. 
(P4a, P4b)

● Place glue or double-sided tape on the back 
of the top dream (ladder dream) and the back of 
the bottom dream (covenant dream). (P5)

● Open up the dream bubbles so that you can 
position them on the Main Page. Leave about an 
inch from the top and so that the sides are equal 
distance from the left and right side of the card 
stock. Adhere dreams to the page. (P6)

● Both dreams should reveal themselves when you 
raise and lower the middle flap.

Ya’aqob

● Using a puncturing tool, poke a hole through the ‘x’ 
spots on the Ya’aqob pieces. Be careful not to tear the 
cardstock when poking holes. (P7a, P7b)

● Insert a small brad through Ya’aqob’s torso and waist 
pieces to connect them. Open the brad in the back. 
(P8a, P8b)

● Line up both arms in front of and behind the hole at the shoulder. 
Make sure that the arm with the palm facing up is behind the 
shoulder. Place a brad through all 3 pieces. Open the brad in the 
back. (P9a, P9b)

● Make sure that the pieces are able to move back and forth. (P10)
● Using a puncturing tool, poke a hole through the ‘x’ on the sandal 

of Ya’aqob’s feet.
● Take a small brad and insert it through the 

hole. Leave the brad open to insert into the 
Main Page.

P5 P6

P9a P9b P10

P7a P7b

P4a

P3

P4b

P8a P8b
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Instructions for the Notebook Page cont'd:
Attaching Ya’aqob to Main Page

● Place Ya’aqob on the grass area for 
positioning. Make sure that when he lays 
down, he is not over the left edge of the page 
or that when he is standing up and leaning 
over the standing column, he is not over the 
right edge of the page. Leave enough room on 
the right side of the page for the jar of oil 
as well. (P11)

● Mark the spot where Ya’aqob’s feet are. (P12)
● Using a puncturing tool, poke a hole through 

the Main Page where the mark is. (P13)
● Insert a brad through Ya’aqob’s feet and the 

Main Page where the hole is. Open up the legs 
on the back of the page to secure. (P14)

Hebrew Words

● On the larger cloud, write: (P15)

 ¾ 1) Malakim  2) 3   מלאכים) Messengers

● On the smaller cloud, write: (P16)

 ¾ 1) Sullam  2) 3   סולם) Ladder

● On the first stone, write: (P17)

 ¾ 1) Evan   2) 3   אבן) Stone

● On the second stone, write: (P18)

 ¾ 1) Matsayvah  2) 3   מצבה) Standing Column

P14

P15

P16

P17

P18

P11
P12

P13
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Instructions for the Notebook Page cont'd:
Finishing the Main Page

● Apply gold puffy paint to run down the top 
and sides of the standing column stone. This 
represents the oil that Ya’aqob poured over 
it as part of his vow to Yahweh. Set aside to 
dry. (P19)

● Glue the 2 clouds to the Main Page on both 
sides of the dream bubble. (P20)

● Place repositionable glue on Ya’aqob’s left 
palm. Allow to dry. (P21)

● Using a glue stick or double-sided tape, 
connect the back of the 2 stones together 
making sure that the words are showing 
correctly.

● Attach the stone to Ya’aqob’s left palm and 
lay him down in the grass. (P22)

● Remove the paper on one side of the foam 
dimensional and adhere to the back of the 
jar. (P23)

● Remove the paper on the other side of the foam dimensional and 
adhere the jar to the right side of the Main Page in the grass 
near the edge of the page. (P24)

● Reverse the stone and stand Ya’aqob up to bend over the standing 
column. (P24)

● Ya’aqob should be able to lay down with the stone behind his head 
as well as stand up and lean forward to put the standing column in 
front of him.

You now have a visual representation of the dreams that Ya’aqob had as well as his 
promise to Yahweh that he would return to this place and fulfill his vow by setting up the 
standing column.

P20

P22

P23
P21

P24

P19
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Notebook Template A (BW)
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Notebook Template B (BW) 
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Notebook Template C (color) 
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Notebook Template D (color) 



COLORING PAGECOLORING PAGE
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Sweetness of Torah
SWEET SOUNDS OF TORAH 
(Sing Praises to His Name)

Here is the link for this song: 
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2016-12-06T09_22_55-08_00
Sing to the tune of "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star"

Twinkle, Twinkle Kochavim

Twinkle, twinkle kochavim 
High up in the shamayim 
When you say 'Shema' by day, everything will be okay 
Twinkle, twinkle kochavim 
High up in the shamayim

Shema Yisra’el, Yahweh Eloheinu, Yahweh echad

Twinkle, twinkle kochavim 
High up in the shamayim 
When you say 'Shema' at night, everything will be alright 
Twinkle, twinkle kochavim 
High up in the shamayim

Shema Yisra’el, Yahweh Eloheinu, Yahweh echad

Perhaps Ya’aqob sang this song to comfort himself as he was all alone far away from 
home, and his mom and dad.

Kochavim = stars

Shamayim = heavens

"Shema" is the liturgical prayer said on Shabbat.

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2016-12-06T09_22_55-08_00 
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2016-12-06T09_22_55-08_00 
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SWEET TASTE OF TORAH 
This snack relates to this week’s parsha. Please take these as suggestions and make necessary changes 
based on your individual dietary needs.

Ya’aqob’s Dream
Genesis 28:12

Ingredients:
● Yogurt or cream cheese (represents clouds)
● Fresh pineapple or cheese (represents ladder)
● 1 carrot (represents Ya’aqob)
● Turkey slice /tortilla wrap (represents stone pillow)

Instructions:
Slice a fresh pineapple or cheese into thin sections about 1” wide, and lay onto plate, to 
look like a diagonal staircase. Next, spoon yogurt or cream cheese onto the plate to make 
the cloud.

Take a carrot and cut a piece about the length of a baby carrot - 3” to make the body. 
Cut off a circle for the face and make 2 legs by cutting the carrot slice that is about 1½” 
in half. Lay a folded turkey slice or tortilla wrap under Ya’aqob’s head.
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Next Week’s Treasure Hunt 
Next Week’s Torah Portion

Vayishlach

Genesis 32:3 - 36:43

Suggested Reading Schedule

Monday: Gen. 32:3-32  Ya’aqob prepares to meet 
Esaw; Ya’aqob wrestles with a 
‘Man’ until day break and gets 
his hip dislocated; Ya’aqob’s 
name is changed to Yisra’el

Tuesday: Gen. 33  Ya’aqob and Esaw are reunited

Wednesday: Gen. 34  Dinah’s story

Thursday: Gen. 35  Ya’aqob keeps his promise 
to return to Beyth El; 
Rahel dies after Binyamin 
is born; Yitshaq dies

Friday: Gen. 36  Genealogy of Esaw, father 
of the Edomites


