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Gem Seeking
LITTLE GEMS STORY

Parent/Teacher Preparation:

Please see the Instructions for the Little Gems Story on the YMTOTI website. This will help you to
understand how to prepare for the story.

Right—Rulings

Shalom, children! How many of you know what "do’s" and "don'ts are?" (Allow children to
answer.) Do's and don'ts are rules that tell you the right way to act and warn you about
the wrong way to act. When you are in class, your teachers have a rule about not talking
to each other when they want you to listen, right? And at home your parents have rules
also, like, "Come straight inside when I call you for dinner,” or "Treat your sibling nicely."
(What are some rules your parents have children?) When you listen to your teacher or
parents, this makes them happy. (Place happy emoji on board.) When you don't listen to
your teachers or parents, this makes them sad. (Place sad emoji on board.)

Sometimes we don't like the rules but just imagine having no rules! Would we stay safe
and happy? No way! And what about Yahweh? We'd always be doing things that make Him
sad, wouldn't we? (Point to sad emoji.) So, fo keep everyone safe and happy, Yahweh
gave His people a list of rules that told them how He wanted them to act in all kinds of
situations, and what had to be done to anyone who broke them. The Scriptures call them
“right-rulings,” or "mishpatim” in Hebrew. (Place right-rulings on board.) Let's say it
together: MISH-PA-TIM. Very good!

Now, some of the rules Elohim gave them might seem strange to us, but back then His
rules made perfect sense. Remember, the Yisra'elites lived a very, very long time ago.
They had no running water, no bicycles, no cars or trucks, no computers, and no grocery
stores, just fo mention a few. (Place faucet, bicycle, car, truck, computer and grocery
store on board.) They raised all their own animals for meat and all their grain and fruits
for food. (Place animals, grain, and fruit on board.) If you got rich, would you have
lots of money in the bank? No, because there weren't any banks! You could tell someone
was rich because they had lots of cows, sheep and goats, and they lived in nice, big tents.
(Place man in tent on board and point to animals.) They didn't want to mess up their
nice clothes, so they had servants to do all the heavy work and the cooking.

So, let's look at some rules about servants. Sometimes an Yisra'elite would become a
servant if they owed someone a lot of money and couldn’t pay it back. Yahweh made a
rule that if you had a load of debft, you could work it off by serving a master for 6 years.
(Place #6 on board.) Then, in the 7™ year, the master must set you free. (Place #7 on
board.) Just think how happy you'd be when the 7t year came along! You would be set
free and not owe anyone money. And here's the exciting part. Your master couldn't send
you out empty-handed, but had to give you flocks and grain and wine, so you could start
life over again without being poor. (Place servant leaving with flocks, grain and wine
on board.)
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And guess what? Once in a while, a servant loved his master so much that when Year 7
came, he didn't want to leave. Instead, he promised to serve that master for the rest of
his life. Can you think of a Master who is so good to us that we should all want to serve
Him forever?

The next set of right-rulings had to do with fighting and getting violent. (Place fighting
men on board.) Have you ever been so mad at another kid that you hit them, or pushed
them down? Or maybe you're the one who got hurt. Yahweh is very strict about violence.
That's why He commanded us never to murder. So, if a person wanted to kill someone else
and actually did it, that person would be put to death himself. But what if you injured
someone in a fight, and they didn't die? Well, you wouldn't be put to death, but still you
had to pay for the doctor, and also pay for the work they missed while they were healing.
That's only fair, don't you think? Yahweh's rules are fair and right; that's why they're
called "right-rulings!” (Point to word right-rulings.)

Let's talk about the rules for animals. (Place vicious dog on board.) If you've ever felt

a little scared to touch a big animal, raise your hand. I know I have! Back in those days,
big animals were used to pull carts and wagons and plows. (Place cart, wagon and plow
on board.) They were everywhere, just like bicycles, cars and trucks are today. (Point
to bicycle, car and truck.) We know that animals can be dangerous if they are not well-
trained. If someone's animal got cranky and injured a person so that they died, then that
animal had to die, too, before they could hurt anyone else. But the animal's owner would
be innocent, because he had no idea his animal would suddenly turn so mean. But if the
owner had already been warned, and knew that his animal was dangerous, then the animal
and the owner both had to be put to death! The owner did not bother to protect people
from his angry beast, so Yahweh decided he was just as dangerous as his animal and would
have to die. (Remove all image from board except for right-rulings.)

Let's talk about stealing. (Place man stealing on board.) How awful life would be if
thieves could get away with taking all the stuff they wanted! There were lots of rules
about how a thief had to return what he took, plus pay a fine. And the fine would be at
least twice the value of what he stole! (Place man restoring money on board.) And even
worse, there is one kind of stealing that is so bad it deserves death. Can anyone guess?
If you said kidnapping, you're right! You see, kidnapping is actually stealing a person, and
robbing them of the life Yahweh planned for them. Your parents and teachers watch to
protect you from a stranger who might be a kidnapper! They will do whatever it takes to
keep you safe. So, should we follow their safety rules? Let me hear a big YES!

Okay, who can tell me what it means to oppress someone? That's when you take unfair
advantage of someone weaker or poorer than you. Yahweh wanted to make sure that
foreigners, widows and orphans would be treated kindly and fairly. (Place foreigner,
widow and orphan on board.) If you took advantage of someone weaker, Yahweh
said that it would not be a judge, but He Himself who would repay you. Now that is a
scary thought!
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Yahweh made even more rules about how Yisra'elites were to treat one another. For

one thing, He commanded them never to give a false report or a lying witness against a
neighbor. (Place judge scene on board.) What if your false testimony ended up causing
an innocent person to be judged and unfairly punished? Yahweh hates that. Your other
friends might want to get someone in trouble by reporting something that's not true, but
don't do itl He'll hold you guilty if you don't stand up for the truth. And what about the
judges? It was common in those days for a judge to accept bribes, and Yahweh said that's
very wrong. Who knows what a bribe is? Yes, that's when someone secretly pays money

to convince a judge to rule in their favor. That's a big no-no! A good judge is always fair.
(Point to judge.)

There were special right-rulings about resting, foo. What day of the week is Yahweh's
day of rest? Of course—the Sabbath day! Every seventh day, we rest from normal
activities and spend a day fogether to honor Him. (Place Sabbath scene on board.)
Keeping Sabbath is a really important command, because it shows we are His own people.
He gave us rules about other holy days, oo, such as Shavu'ot and Sukkot. What important
feast is coming up soon? Yes, Passover! And don't forget the week of Unleavened Bread
right after that. We're going to have so much fun!

Finally, let's talk about giving. Back then, there was the Dwelling Place, where people were
told to bring their offerings of clean animals. (Place Dwelling Place with courtyard on
board.)They were also to bring grain, oil and a spice called frankincense. Yahweh made
right-rulings about exactly what and how much they should bring, and everything the
people and the Lewites had to do so that their offerings would please Him. And when
harvest times came along, they were to bring the first-fruits of it. That meant that
before they could eat any of it, they had to give a tenth of their crops to the priests
and Lewites. All these offerings were given because the Lewites owned no land to grow
crops. The offerings gave them food to eat while they were serving Yahweh in His
Dwelling Place.

Right now, we don't have a temple or Lewites or priests, but our leaders still have needs,
because they serve us instead of working regular jobs. So, we are still to bring tithes and
offerings, just as they did for the priests. Most of us don't own cattle, goats or sheep.
But when you're old enough to earn money, you are fo give Yahweh one-tenth of your
money to take care of His leaders. (Place currency on board.) Then He will smile on you
for your obedience and will make sure you have everything you need to live well and be
generous to others. (Place happy emoji on board.)

Before we close, let's think about the Number 1 thing we must give to Yahweh. It's not
something you can hold in your hand; you have to hold it in your heart. It's respect for His
rulership and authority. The Bible calls it "the fear of Yahweh." We remember how great
He is, and that He created everything that is. We are not to let anything, or anyone be
more important to us than Yahweh! He is the Ruler of everything, and He has chosen His
leaders here on earth so they can teach us how to follow His rules today. (Place Rabbi on
board.) When we obey His leaders, He will give them His wisdom to help us live peacefully
with ourselves and with each other. It is such a happy thing when we follow Yahweh's
right-rulings! (Point to happy emoji.)

Well children, we have come to the end of our story for today. We'll see you next week
for another exciting Little Gems story!
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Judge scene Man restoring money

Man stealing

Rabbi
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Animals, grain, fruit

Right-rulings

Sabbath scene

Foreigner, widow, orphan
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Man in tent

#6 #7 Happy emoji Sad emoji

Cart, wagon and plow

WWWYMTOLORG ° ; = © YOUNG MESSIANIC TORAH OBSERVANT ISRAEL
18.1- MISHPATIM | EXODUS 211-24:18 | KA “ﬁﬂﬁ PAGE 8



Vicious dog

Fighting men

Faucet, bicycle, car, truck, computer and grocery store
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Servant leaving with flocks, grain and wine
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Currency

Dwelling Place with courtyard
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Man in tent
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Vicious dog

Fighting men

Faucet, bicycle, car, truck, computer and grocery store
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Servant leaving with flocks, grain and wine
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Currency

Dwelling Place with courtyard
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Counting What You Gained

This next section is intended fo be reinforcement of the lessons learned during this parsha. Choose the
activities that best fit your child.

STORING UP TREASURE IN MY HEART

The Katan Aleph memory verse for this Torah portion is Exodus 23:14. If they have not
already done so, begin o help them o memorize the verse. Be creative and try acting it
out, or putting it o music.

Three fimes in the year you
are to observe a festival to Me.

Exodus 23:14
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Use this space to draw a picture of the verse memorized.

Use this space to write out the verse memorized.
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SEEKING TREASURE

Circle the correct choices.

1. How many years does a servant serve? (21:2)

2. Whom does Yahweh want children to honor? (21:15, 17)
Parents Pharaoh King Dawid Mosheh
3. Which year do you stop planting crops? (23:11)

4. Which image shows something you should NOT do on Shabbat? (23:12)

(&)

. How many times a year do we observe a festival fo Yahweh? (23:14)

WWW.YMTOIL.ORG ) = © YOUNG MESSIANIC TORAH OBSERVANT ISRAEL

oo °
18.1- MISHPATIM | EXODUS 21:1-24:18 | KA # )4 PAGE 20



WORD SEARCH

Search for the hidden words from this week's parsha.

J X J € R U L E s T

S EDF AS A NMHW
P E 6 M UWETI V X

J 6 R DY T EF A S

L ¥ Z2 V U F L 6 B M
D T R K A J Z F W A
B Y P C L NH X R S
D F P D Z R T TV T

F Y O KH X O AL E

OWQADUDVUUR

Judge
Safety
Master
Servant

Rules

Thief




MAZE
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Precious Possessions

CRAFT1

Materials:

« Cardstock - white
. Double-sided adhesive foam dimensionals - small, round
« Scissors

« Coloring pencils, crayons, or markers
« Craft Templates: A (BW) or B (color)

Parent/Teacher Preparation:
* Print Craft Templates on white cardstock.

Instructions for the Crafft:

« If using BW Templates, color using medium
of choice.

o Cut out all Craft Templates. (P1)

« Adhere double-sided foam dimensionals onto
the teeth shapes on the mouth. (P2)

Mouth

Exodus 21:24, 27

P1 P2

« Place the teeth onto the corresponding
shapes that match. (P3a, P3b, P3c)
You now have a visual representation of teeth
which Yahweh made right-rulings about in
regard to how to treat one’s neighbor. P3a b3b
P3c
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Craft Template A (BW)
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Craft Template B (color)
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CRAFT 2

Materials:

« Cardstock - white

- Copy paper

. Double-sided adhesive foam dimensional - large, round
« Construction paper - black or brown

« Ruler (to assist in folding)

- Double-sided adhesive tape

« Double-sided tape

« Glue stick or glue of choice

. Scissors

« Coloring pencils, crayons, or markers

« Craft Templates: A & B (BW) or B (BW) & C (color)

Parent/Teacher Preparation:

* Print Craft Templates A or C on white cardstock.
* Print Craft Template B on copy paper.

Instructions for the Crafft:
« If using BW Templates, color using medium
of choice.

« Cut out all Craft Templates, making sure to
leave the top edge of the eyelashes when
cutting out. (P1)

« Place double-sided tape onto the back of the
eyelashes template above the solid black line
on the front. (P2)

« Place the eyelashes template onto a sheet of
black or brown construction paper. (P3)

« Cut around the template. (P4)
« Using a ruler, fold at the dotted lines. (P5)
« Using scissors, cut at the lines. (P6a, P6b)

Eye

Exodus 21:24, 26

P1 P2
P3 P4
P5 Péa

Péb
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Instructions for the Craft Cont d:

- Using scissors, cut above the solid black line
and remove the paper template. (P7a, P7b)

« Run double-sided adhesive tape along the top
curve of the eye. (P8)

. Starting at one end, place the eyelash band P7a P7b
onto the tape, curving around the eye. Cut
of f excess. (P9a, P9b, P9c)

« Flip the eye to the front and fold over the
eyelashes. (P10)

« Run double-sided adhesive tape onto the back
of the pupil and lay on the iris. (P11a, P11b)

« Flip the iris over and place a double-sided P8 P9a
adhesive foam dimensional onto the back of
it. (P12)

« Place the iris onto the sclera. (P13a, P13b)

You now have a visual representation of an
eye which Yahweh made right-rulings about in P9b P9c
regard to how to treat one’s neighbor.

P10 Plla
P11b P12
P13a P13b
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Craft Template A (BW)
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Craft Template B (BW)



Craft Template C (color)
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Rested on day 7 |



Sweetnhess of Torah
SWEET SOUNDS OF TORAH

(Sing Praises to His Name)

Here is the link for this song:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2026-01-18T11_28_42-08_00

Try a Little Kindness

If you see your brother standing by the road
With a heavy load from the seeds he sowed
And if you see your sister falling by the way
Just stop and say you're goin' the wrong way

Chorus:

You've got to try a little kindness

Yes show a little kindness

Yes shine your light for everyone to see

And if you'll try a little kindness

Then you'll overlook the blindness

Of the narrow minded people on the narrow minded streets

Don't walk around the down and out

Lend a helping hand instead of doubt

And the kindness that you show every day
Will help someone along their way

Chorus
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SWEET TASTE OF TORAH

This snack relates to this week's parsha. Please take these as suggestions and make necessary changes
based on your individual dietary needs.

Apple Mouth

Ex. 21:24, 27

Ingredients:

« Red apple

« Mini kosher marshmallows - 5-6 per mouth
« Peanut butter (for adhesive)

Instructions:

Cut a red apple into wedges. Spread peanut butter on one side of the apple wedge and lay
the mini marshmallows onto the peanut butter adhesive. Spread peanut butter on the other
apple wedge and lay the peanut butter side onto the marshmallows to finish the mouth.
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Next Week’s Treasure Hunt

Next Week'’s Torah Portion

Terumah
Exodus 25:1 - 27:19

Suggested Reading Schedule

Monday:

Tuesday:

Friday:

Ex. 25:1-22

Ex. 25:23-40

Ex. 27:1-19

Wednesday: Ex. 26:1-14
Thursday:  Ex. 26:15-37

Yahweh asks for free-will
contributions for making His
tabernacle (Dwelling Place);
Specifications for making
the ark of the Witness

Specifications for making
the table of showbread and
the 7-branch lampstand

Specifications for the curtains

Specifications for the
outer boards and veil of
the Most Set-apart Place

Specifications for
constructing the altar and
screening the courtyard

__—
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