Pearl Seeking
TREASURING HIS WORD

We are providing a special Parsha Pearls lesson to do on the feast day of Shavuot.
Because Shavuot is the feast of the wave sheaf offering, it is traditional among
Yehudites (Jews), to read the book of Ruth, a beautiful story which is set during harvest
time. We are including the complete story of Ruth to read.

Shavuot is especially honored as the day on which the 10 Commandments were given at Mft.
Sinai. If you choose not to do the lesson on Ruth below, you may wish to review the events
at Mft. Sinai, which are taught in our previous Parsha Pearls lesson for parsha Yitro.

We are also including verses found in the Torah related to Shavuot as part of this lesson
after the story of Ruth.

Now, let's read the story of Ruth.

PARSHA POINTS

Chapter 1

1. And it came to be, in the days when the rulers ruled, that there was a scarcity of
food in the land. And a man from Beyth Lehem (Bethlehem), Yehudah (Judah), went to
sojourn in the fields of Mo'ab (Moab), he and his wife and his 2 (shtayim) sons.

2. And the name of the man was Elimelek (Elimelech), and the
name of his wife was Na'omi (Naomi), and the names of his 2
sons were Mahlon and Kilyon (Chilion) - Ephrathites of Beyth
Lehem, Yehudah. And they went to the fields of Mo'ab and
came to be there.

3. And Elimelek, husband of Na'omi, died. And she was left with
her 2 sons.

4. And they took wives of the women of Mo'ab, the name of the one was
Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth. And they dwelt there about
10 (eser) years.

5.  And Mahlon and Kilyon also died, both of them, so the woman was
bereaved of her 2 sons and of her husband.

6. And she rose up, with her daughters-in-law, and returned from the
fields of Mo'ab, for she had heard in the fields of Mo'ab that Yahweh had visited His
people in giving them bread.

7. And she left the place where she was, and her 2 daughters-in-law with her. And they
went on the way to return to the land of Yehudah.
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And Na'omi said to her 2 daughters-in-law, "Go, return each to her mother's house.
Yahweh show kindness to you, as you have shown to the dead and o me.

Yahweh grant that you find rest, each in the house of her husband.” Then she kissed
them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.

And they said to her, "No, we shall go back with you to your people.”

But Na'omi said, "Go back, my daughters, why go with me? Have I still sons in my
womb that they should become your husbands?

Go back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should
say I have expectancy, even if I should have a husband tonight and should also bear
sons,

Would you wait for them till they were grown? Would you shut yourselves up, not to
have a husband? No, my daughters, for it is much more bitter for me than for you,
because the hand of Yahweh has gone out against mel!”

And they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law,
but Ruth clung to her.

And she said, "Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her mighty
ones. Go back, follow your sister-in-law."

But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you, or to go back from following after you.
For wherever you go, I go; and wherever you stop over, I stop over. Your people is my
people, and your Elohim is my Elohim.

Where you die, I die, and there I shall be buried. Yahweh do so to me, and more also -
for death itself parts you and me."

And when she saw that she was strengthening herself to go with her, she ceased to
speak to her.

And both of them went until they came to Beyth Lehem. And it came to be, when they
had come to Beyth Lehem, that all the city was moved because of them, and they
said, “Is this Na'omi?"

And she said to them, "Do not call me Na'omi, call me Mara, for the Almighty has
dealt very bitterly with me.

I went out filled, and Yahweh has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Na'omi,
since Yahweh has witnessed against me, and the Almighty has done evil to me?"

Thus Na'omi returned, and Ruth the Mo'abitess (Moabitess)
her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the fields _ a5
of Mo'ab, and they came to Beyth Lehem at the beginning
of barley (seorah) harvest.
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And Na'omi had a relative on her husband's side, a man of great wealth, of the
clan of Elimelek, and his name was Bo'az (Boaz).

And Ruth, the Mo'abitess, said to Na'omi, "Please let me go to the field, and
glean heads of grain after him in whose eyes I find favor.” So she said to her,
"Go, my daughter.”

And she left and went and gleaned in the field (sadeh) after the reapers. As it
turned out, she came to the part of the field belonging to Bo'az, the near relative of
Elimelek.

And see, Bo'az had come from Beyth Lehem, and said to the reapers, "Yahweh be with
you!" And they answered him, "Yahweh bless you!"

And Bo'az said to his servant who was appointed over the reapers, "Whose young
woman is this?"

So the servant who was appointed over the reapers answered and said, "It is the
young Mo'abite woman who came back with Na'omi from the fields of Mo'ab.”

And she said, 'Please let me glean, and gather among the sheaves behind the reapers.’
And she came and has remained from morning until now - she sat a little in the house.”

And Bo'az said to Ruth, "You have heard, have you not, my daughter? Do not go to
glean in another field, nor go from here, but stay close to my young women.

Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and you shall go after them. Have T
not commanded the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the
vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn.”

And she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground, and said to him, *"Why have I
found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, seeing I am a foreigner?"”

And Bo'az answered and said to her, "I have been told all that you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and
your mother and the land of your birth and have come to a people whom you did not
know before.

Yahweh repay your work, and your reward is complete from Yahweh Elohim of Yisrd'el,
under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”

And she said, "Let me find favor in your eyes, my master, because you have
comforted me, and have spoken to the heart of your female servant, though I am not
like one of your female servants.”

And Bo'az said to her, "Come here at mealtime. Then you shall eat of the bread and
dip your piece of bread in the vinegar.” And she sat beside the reapers, and he passed
roasted grain to her. And she ate and was satisfied, and had leftover.

And she rose up to glean, and Bo'az commanded his young men, saying, "Let her glean
even among the sheaves, and do not embarrass her.
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16. Rather, draw out from the bundles for her, and leave it for her to glean, and do not
restrain her."

17. And she gleaned in the field until evening, and beat out that which she had gleaned,
and it was about an ephah of barley.

18. And she took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had
gleaned. And she brought out and gave to her what she had left over after she was
satisfied.

19. Then her mother-in-law asked her, "Where have you gleaned today? And where did
you work? Blessed be the one who took notice of you. “And she told her mother-in-law
with whom she had worked, and said, "The name of the man I worked to day with is
Bo'az.”

20. And Na'omi said to her daughter-in-law, "Blessed be he of Yahweh, who has not
forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead!” And Na'omi said to her, "The man is
a relative of ours, one of our redeemers (goel).”

21. And Ruth the Mo'abitess said, "He also said to me, ‘'Stay close to my young people
until they have completed all my harvest.™

22. And Na'omi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, "It is good, my
daughter, that you go out with his young women, and that they do
not meet you in any other field."

23. And she stayed close by the young women of Bo'az to glean, fill
the completion of barley harvest and wheat (chittah) harvest, but
she dwelt with her mother-in-law.

Chapter3

1.  And Na'omi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, should I not seek rest for
you, so that it is well with you?

2. And now, is not Bo'az, with whose young women you have been, our relative? See, he is
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing-floor.

3. And, you shall bathe and anoint yourself, and put your garments on and go down to the
threshing-floor. Do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating
and drinking.

4. And it shall be, when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies, and
shall go in and uncover his feet, and lie down. And let him make known to you what you
should do."

5. And she said to her, "All that you say to me, I do.”

6. And she went down to the threshing-floor and did according to all that her mother-
in-law instructed her.

7. And Bo'az ate and drank, and his heart was glad, and he went to lie down at the end of

the heap of grain. And she came softly and uncovered his feet, and lay down.
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8. And it came to be at midnight that the man was startled, and turned himself, and saw
a woman lying at his feet!

9. And he said, "Who are you?" And she answered, "I am Ruth, your female servant. Now
you shall spread your covering over your female servant - for you are a redeemer.”

10. And he said, "Blessed are you of Yahweh, my daughter! For you have shown more
kindness at the end than at the beginning, not to go after young men, whether poor or
rich.

11. And now, my daughter, do not fear. All that you say I do for you, for all the people of
my town know that you are a capable woman.

12. And now, it is true that I am your redeemer. However, there is a redeemer nearer
than I.

13. Stop over tonight, and in the morning, it shall be that if he does redeem you, good
- let him do it. But if he is not pleased to redeem you, then I shall redeem you, as
Yahwebh lives! Lie down until morning.”

14. And she lay at his feet until morning, and she arose before one could recognize
another. And he said, "Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing-
floor.”

15. And he said, "Bring the shawl that is on you and hold it." So she held it and he
measured 6 (shesh) measures of barley and laid it on her. And she went into the city.

16. And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, "Is that you, my daughter?” And
she explained to her all that the man had done for her.

17. And she said, "He gave me these 6 measures of barley, for he said o me, ‘Do not go
empty-handed to your mother-in-law.”

18. And she said, "Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter falls, for the man is
not going to rest until he has completed the matter this day."

Chapter 4

1. And Bo'az went up to the gate and sat down there. And see, the redeemer of whom
Bo'az had spoken came by. And Bo'az said, "Turn aside, So-and-so, sit down here.” And
he turned aside and sat down.

2. And he took 10 men of the elders of the city, and said, "Sit
down here.” So they sat down.

3. He then said to the redeemer, "Na'omi, who has come back from l y
the fields of Mo'ab, sold the piece of land which belonged to
our brother Elimelek.

4. And I thought that I should disclose it to you, saying, ‘Buy it back in the presence

of the inhabitants and the elders of my people. If you do redeem it, redeem it. But
if you do not redeem it, inform me, so that I know. For there is no one but you to
redeem it, and I am next after you.' " And he said, "I redeem it."
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And Bo'az answered and said to her, "I have been told all that you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and
your mother and the land of your birth and have come to a people whom you did not
know before.

And the redeemer said, "I am not able to redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my own
inheritance. Redeem my right of redemption for yourself, for I am not able to
redeem it."

And this was formerly done in Yisra'el concerning redeeming and exchanging, to
confirm every word: one man took off his sandal and gave it to the other, and
this was a witness in Yisra'el.

So the redeemer said to Bo'az, "Buy it for yourself." Then he took off his
sandal.

And Bo'az said to the elders and to all the people, "You are witnesses this day that I
have bought all that was Elimelek's, and all that was Kilyon's and Mahlon's, from the
hand of Na'omi.

And also, Ruth the Mo'abitess, the wife of Mahlon, I have acquired as my wife, to
raise up the name of the dead on his inheritance, so that the name of the dead should
not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his place. You are
witnhesses today."

And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, "Witnesses! Yahweh
make the woman who is coming to your house as Rahel (Rachel) and as Le'ah (Leah),
the 2 who built the house of Yisra'el. And prove your worth in Ephrathah and proclaim
the Name in Beyth Lehem.

And let your house be like the house of Perets, whom Tamar bore to Yehudah, of the
seed which Yahweh does give you from this young woman."

And Bo'az took Ruth and she became his wife. And he went in to her,
and Yahweh granted her conception, and she bore a son.

And the women said to Na'omi, "Blessed be Yahweh, who has not left
you this day without a redeemer. And let his Name be proclaimed in
Yisrad'ell

And he shall be to you a restorer of life and a sustainer of your old age.
For your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than 7
(sheva) sons, has borne him."

And Na'omi took the child and laid him on her bosom and became a nurse to him.

And the women, her neighbors, gave him a name, saying, "There is a son born to
Na'omi.” And they called his hame Obed. He was the father of Yishai (Jesse), the
father of Dawid (David).
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Leviticus 23 lists the Appointed Times of Yahweh. Our Parsha Pearls Emor lessons focus
on them. We will provide all verses related to Shavuot as found in Torah, so that you can
have them for reference.

« And perform the Festival of Shavuot for yourself, of the first-fruits of wheat
harvest - Ex. 34:22a

Leviticus 23:15-21

« And from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought
the sheaf of the wave offering, you shall count for yourselves 7 completed
Sabbaths. And from the morrow after the 7™ Sabbath, you count 50 days,
then you shall bring a new grain offering to Yahweh - Lev. 23:15-16

« Bring from your dwellings for a wave offering 2 /oaves of bread of 2/10ths
of an éphah of fine flour they are, baked with leaven, first-fruits to
Yahweh - Lev. 23:17

« And besides the bread, you shall bring 7 lambs a year
old, perfect ones, and 1 young bull and 2 rams. They are a
burnt offering to Yahweh, with their grain offering and
their drink offerings, an offering made by fire for a sweet
fragrance to Yahweh - Lev. 23:18

« And you shall offer 1 male goat as a sin offering, and 2 male lambs a year | |
old, as a peace offering - Lev. 23:19 ¢

« And the priest shall wave them, besides the bread of the first-fruits, as a
wave offering before Yahweh, besides the 2 lambs. They are set-apart to Yahweh, for
the priest - Lev. 23:20

« And on this same day you shall proclaim a set-apart gathering for yourselves,
you do no servile work on it - a law forever in all your dwellings throughout your
generations - Lev. 23:21

Numbers 28:26-31

« And on the day of the first-fruits, when you bring a new grain offering to Yahweh
at your Festival of Weeks, you have a set-apart gathering, you do no servile
work - Num. 28:26

« And you shall bring near a burnt offering as a sweet
fragrance to Yahweh: 2 young bulls, 1 ram, and 7 lambs a
year old with their grain offering of fine flour mixed with
oil: 3/10ths of an éphah for each bull, 2/10ths for the one
and 1/10™ for each of the 7 lambs - Num. 28:27-29

« 1 male goat as a sin offering to make atonement for you, perfect ones they are for you.
Prepare them with their drink offerings, besides the continual burnt offering with its
grain offering - Num. 30-31
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Deuteronomy 16

« Count 7 weeks for yourself. Begin to count 7 weeks from the time you begin to put the
sickle to the grain - Deut. 16:9

« And you shall perform the Festival of Weeks to Yahweh your Elohim, according to
the voluntary offering from your hand, which you give as Yahweh your Elohim blesses
you - Deut. 16:10

« And you shall rejoice before Yahweh your Elohim, you and
your son and your daughter, and your male servant and your
female servant, and the Léwite who is within your gates, and
the stranger and the fatherless and the widow who are in your |
midst, at the place where Yahweh your Elohim chooses to make g8
His Name dwell - Deut. 16:11 et

DIGGING DEEPER

Parents/Teachers may choose to use these prompts for further discussion of the Torah portion.

« Research the origin of the tribe of Mo'ab. (Gen. 19:37)
« Research the pagan gods that the Mo'abites worshipped.

« Which harvest is connected with Shavuot? What is the significance of Shavuot? What
does Shavuot mean? How is Shavuot calculated in weeks and days?

« Find Biblical support regarding a redeemer and the significance of Bo'az redeeming
Ruth.

« The Scriptures forbid a Mo'abite to enter the assembly of Yahweh, even up to the 10™
generation (Deut. 23:3). Yet Ruth is one of the ancestors of Yeshua Himself. Discuss
why this might be.

« Many Biblical stories tell how the Mo'abites had shown great hostility toward the
children of Yisrd'el. Can you find them?

+ Read the story of King Balak the Mo'abite and the prophet Bil'am (Balaam). (Num. 22-24)
« What special agricultural items were brought to the temple on Shavuot? (Deut. 8:8)

. Discuss some of the traditions (food, readings, studying) that our brother Yehudah
does to honor this High Day.
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