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Pearl Seeking 
TREASURING HIS WORD 
Let’s do a quick overview of the entire Torah portion:

Monday:	 Num. 4	� Census and duties of the sons of Qehath, 
Gershon, and Merari

Tuesday:	 Num. 5	� Torah regarding impurities and defilement

Wednesday:	 Num. 6	� Nazirite vow and Aharon’s blessing upon Yisra’el

Thursday:	 Num. 7:1-47	� Offerings for the dedication of the Dwelling 
Place – Days 1-6

Friday:	 Num. 7:48-89	� Offerings for the dedication of the Dwelling 
Place – Days 7-12

In this week’s Parsha Pearls lesson, we will be backtracking a few verses to the previous 
parsha to get the full context for the census and duties of the sons of Qehath, Gershon, 
and Merari of the tribe of Lewi. Now, let’s read Num. 4.

PARSHA POINTS 
●	 Yahweh spoke to Mosheh and to Aharon to take a census of the sons of Qehath, 

Gershon, and Merari (4:1-3, 21-23, 29-30, 34-35):

	¾ by their clans
	¾ by their fathers’ house
	¾ from 30 (shalosh) years old and above, up to 50 (chamishim) years old

●	 All those who entered the service to do the work (melachah) in the Tent of Meeting 
were counted – 4:3

●	 This is the service (avodat) of Aharon and his sons at the breaking of camp for the 
most set-apart items (4:4):

	¾ Take down the covering veil and cover the ark of the Witness with 
it – 4:5

	¾ Put on the ark of the Witness a covering of fine leather, and spread 
over that an all blue wrapper, and insert its poles – 4:6

	¾ Spread a blue wrapper on the table of showbread and put on it the 
dishes, the ladles, the bowls, the jars for pouring, and the showbread – 4:7

	¾ Spread over the table of showbread and its accessories a scarlet wrapper, and also 
cover it with fine leather and insert its poles - 4:8

	¾ Take a blue wrapper and cover the lampstand of the light, with its lamps and 
snuffers, its trays and all its oil vessels – 4:9
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	¾ Put the lampstand with all its utensils in a covering of fine leather and put it on a 
bar – 4:10

	¾ Spread a blue wrapper over the golden altar (altar of incense) and cover it with fine 
leather, and shall insert its poles – 4:11

	¾ Take all the utensils of service in the set-apart place and shall put them in a blue 
wrapper, cover that with fine leather, and put them on a bar – 4:12

	¾ Remove the ashes from the bronze altar and spread a purple wrapper over it – 4:13
	¾ Put on the golden altar (altar of incense) all its utensils: the fire holders, forks, 
shovels and basins, and shall spread on it a covering of fine leather and insert its 
poles – 4:14

●	 El’azar, the son of Aharon, shall have oversight (pekuddah) of the (4:16;3:32):

	¾ oil for the light
	¾ sweet incense
	¾ daily grain offering
	¾ anointing oil
	¾ Dwelling Place and all that is in it
	¾ Set-apart Place and its furnishings

●	 This is the service of the sons of Qehath in the Tent of Meeting, after Aharon and his 
sons have finished covering the set-apart objects (4:4):

	¾ Their duty was the ark, the table of showbread, the 
lampstand, the altars and the utensils of the Set-apart 
Place used in the service, and the covering, and all its 
service – 3:31

	¾ They shall come to lift the set-apart objects and all 
the furnishings of the Set-apart Place, but shall NOT 
touch that which is set-apart, so as to NOT die – 4:15

	¾ Aharon and his sons shall appoint each man to his service and his 
burden (massa) – 4:19

	¾ They are NOT to go in and watch the set-apart objects being 
covered, so as to NOT die – 4:20

▪	 They are under the supervision of El’azar, son of Aharon – 4:16
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●	 This is the service of the sons of Gershon in the Tent of Meeting (4:24; 3:25-26):

	¾ in serving and in bearing burdens – 4:24
	¾ in bearing the curtain of the Dwelling Place – 4:25
	¾ in bearing the curtain of the Tent of Meeting with its 
covering – 4:25

	¾ in bearing the covering of fine leather that is on the Tent of 
Meeting – 4:25

	¾ in bearing the covering for the door of the Tent of Meeting - 4:25
	¾ in bearing the screens of the courtyard and the covering for the door of the gate 
of the courtyard which is around the Dwelling Place and altar/slaughter-place, along 
with their cords – 4:26

	¾ in bearing all the equipment for the service of the Dwelling Place and Tent of 
Meeting – 4:26

▪	 They are under the supervision of Ithamar, son of Aharon – 4:28

●	 This is the service of the sons of Merari in the Tent of Meeting (4:30;3:36-37):

	¾ the boards, bars, columns, and sockets of the Dwelling 
Place – 4:31

	¾ the columns around the courtyard with their sockets, pegs, 
cords and with all their equipment and service – 4:32

▪	 They are under the supervision of Ithamar, son of 
Aharon – 4:33

●	 These are the numbers of the clans of Lewi, from 30 to 
50 years old, who were registered to do their duties for 
the Tent of Meeting:

	¾ Qehathithes: 2,750 – 4:36
	¾ Gershonites: 2,630 – 4:40
	¾ Merarites: 3,200 – 4:44

●	 These were the registered ones of the Lewites whom Mosheh and Aharon registered 
at the command of Yahweh, by their clans, all the males from 30 years old to 50 years 
old, to do the work of service and the work of bearing burdens in the Tent of Meeting: 
8,580 – 4:48-49

Qehathithes Gershonites Merarites
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DIGGING DEEPER 
Parents/Teachers may choose to use these prompts for further discussion of the Torah portion.

●	 In parsha Bemidbar, we read that Yisra’elite males could begin serving in the army at 
age 20, while the Lewite males were NOT to begin service in the Tent of Meeting until 
age 30. Discuss the reason(s) for this age difference.

●	 We also read in parsha Bemidbar that the Lewites were registered from one month and 
above. In this parsha the Lewites are registered from 30 to 50 years old. Why was this 
census age specific? Did it have to do with the ‘job’ these Lewite clans had to perform 
and the strength and maturity required to do the duty of the Dwelling Place?

●	 Research the word ‘clan’ and its meaning back then.
●	 Discuss the difference in the role of the priests of the line of Aharon and their duties 

for the Dwelling Place and the rest of the sons of Lewi and their duties.
●	 Research which son of Lewi is Mosheh and Aharon's grandfather.
●	 Yahweh is very specific in his assignments for the Dwelling Place. Read 1 Samuel 6:19 

and 2 Samuel 6:2-7 and discuss what happened to those who did NOT follow proper 
protocol.
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Searching Out Hebrew 
Parents/Teachers can print out the 'Hebrew Pronunciation Guide' to help with the pronunciation of 
Hebrew names and words. They can be cut out and used in conjunction with the Flashcards.

WORDS
Parents/Teachers see the following page for 3 x 5 card cut outs of the words from this week’s parsha. 
If printed on card stock, they can be kept in a box to reinforce learning.

Melachah ( מלאכה ) - work

Avodah ( עבדה ) - service

Massa ( משׂׂא ) – burden

Pekuddah ( פּּקדה ) - oversight

NUMBERS
Parents/Teachers can print out these numbers to have as additional resources. These can be found 
under the ‘Resources’ tab on the YMTOI website.

30 – shalosh

50 - chamishim

https://ymtoi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Flashcards_Pronounciation_Guide.pdf
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WORD MATCH
Match this week’s Hebrew words to their correct definition.

	 Avodah	 Burden

	 Massa	 Oversight

	 Melachah	 Service

	 Pekuddah	 Work
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WRITING HEBREW
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Counting What You Gained 
This next section is intended to be reinforcement of the lessons learned during this parsha. Choose the 
activities that best fit your child.

STORING UP TREASURE IN MY HEART 
The Katan Bet and Gadol memory verse is Numbers 4:49. You can review the verse with 
them by reciting it out loud, acting it out, putting it to music…whatever works for you.

MEMORY VERSE

According to the mouth of 
Yahweh they were registered 
by the hand of Mosheh, each 
according to his service and 

according to his burden, thus 
were they registered by him, 

as Yahweh commanded Mosheh.

35.1_KB_Naso_Verse

Numbers
4:49
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Use this space to draw a picture of the verse memorized.

Use this space to write out the verse memorized.
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SEEKING TREASURE 

2 

What are the names of the sons of Lewi 

who did the duty for the Tent of Meeting?

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

(4:4, 28, 33)

3 

Write down which clan of Lewi did the following tasks:

covering the set-apart objects and furnishings     ______________________________________

carrying the set-apart objects by their poles       ______________________________________

carrying the woven parts                                      ______________________________________

carrying the wooden parts                                    ______________________________________

(4:15, 25, 31)

4 

The sons of Qehath could lift and 

touch that which is set-apart.

Yes / No

(4:15)

1 

What was the age range for those who 

did the service of the Tent of Meeting?

Circle the correct choice 

21-65     18-81     30-50

(4:3)

5 

The sons of Qehath could look 

upon the set-apart objects while 

they were being covered.

T / F

(4:20)
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9 

What was the total number of 

Lewites registered to do service 

in the Tent of Meeting? 

Circle the correct choice 

858          8,580          80,580

(4:48)

6 

Which son of Aharon was assigned to watch 

over the duties of the tribe of Qehath?

______________________________

(4:16)

8 

Which son of Aharon was assigned to watch 

over the duties of the tribe of Merari?

_________________________________

(4:33)

10 

Yahweh commanded that the 

Lewites be registered.

T / F

(4:49)

7 

Which son of Aharon was assigned to watch 

over the duties of the tribe of Gershon?

__________________________________

(4:28)
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WORD SEARCH
Search for the hidden words from this week’s parsha.

G O P B X F I E I G Q H R N O H S R E G

J K X A T I D G B K R N E A D R M Y G V

R L E W I T E T B X M Y T P E Y C Z Z O

Z Z G F H P J K V V L X I Q I W R F W L

D W E L L I N G P L A C E G Y V O Y C B

K E P M P F K X E L Y X M A Q G R D F L

R J B Z P U R P L E W R A P P E R C P U

N O Z Z S T C E J B O T R A P A T E S E

H P J B E A R I N G B U R D E N S H B W

R T Q S H T F E M E R A R I J X I J P R

Z R E R E P P A R W T E L R A C S G M A

K T H I R T Y S N I A T R U C E A G G P

Y Y A M N M J F I G N I R E V O C W L P

Z T T O S F S A A N M K B D J S O G F E

V L H Q H O W Y T F I F R E G I S T E R

C E N S U S Q Q S R A M A H T I E G R T

E T H Y C U M N N S S T I R A Z A L E Y

T T E N T O F M E E T I N G D R T V R Z

B T P I F I N E L E A T H E R O E W D K

I C Q S E R V I C E T S C Y P L J D M B

CURTAINS
EL'AZAR

ITHAMAR
TENT OF MEETING
DWELLING PLACE

THIRTY
FIFTY

CENSUS
REGISTER
QEHATH
GERSHON
MERARI
LEWITE
SERVICE

COVERING
SET-APART OBJECTS

BLUE WRAPPER
SCARLET WRAPPER
PURPLE WRAPPER
FINE LEATHER

BEARING BURDENS
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Answer Key

G O P B X F I E I G Q H R N O H S R E G

J K X A T I D G B K R N E A D R M Y G V

R L E W I T E T B X M Y T P E Y C Z Z O

Z Z G F H P J K V V L X I Q I W R F W L

D W E L L I N G P L A C E G Y V O Y C B

K E P M P F K X E L Y X M A Q G R D F L

R J B Z P U R P L E W R A P P E R C P U

N O Z Z S T C E J B O T R A P A T E S E

H P J B E A R I N G B U R D E N S H B W

R T Q S H T F E M E R A R I J X I J P R

Z R E R E P P A R W T E L R A C S G M A

K T H I R T Y S N I A T R U C E A G G P

Y Y A M N M J F I G N I R E V O C W L P

Z T T O S F S A A N M K B D J S O G F E

V L H Q H O W Y T F I F R E G I S T E R

C E N S U S Q Q S R A M A H T I E G R T

E T H Y C U M N N S S T I R A Z A L E Y

T T E N T O F M E E T I N G D R T V R Z

B T P I F I N E L E A T H E R O E W D K

I C Q S E R V I C E T S C Y P L J D M B

CURTAINS
EL'AZAR

ITHAMAR
TENT OF MEETING
DWELLING PLACE

THIRTY
FIFTY

CENSUS
REGISTER
QEHATH
GERSHON
MERARI
LEWITE
SERVICE

COVERING
SET-APART OBJECTS

BLUE WRAPPER
SCARLET WRAPPER
PURPLE WRAPPER
FINE LEATHER

BEARING BURDENS
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Complete the crossword using words from this week’s parsha.
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Across

4.	 If the sons of Qehath looked at the 
set-apart objects uncovered, they 
would ______.

5.	 The sons of ______ carried the 
covered set-apart objects.

7.	 The sons of ______ were responsible 
for the curtains, the coverings, the 
screens and the cords.

8.	 ______ oversaw the sons of Qehath in 
their services.

Down

1.	 Aharon and his sons were responsible 
for ______ all the set-apart objects.

2.	 The census of the sons of Lewi began at 
age 30 and ended at age? 

3.	 The sons of ______ were responsible 
for the boards, bars, columns, sockets, 
pegs and their cords.

6.	 ______ oversaw the sons of Gershon in 
their services.
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Answer Key
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Across

4.	 If the sons of Qehath looked at the 
set-apart objects uncovered, they 
would die.

5.	 The sons of Qehath carried the 
covered set-apart objects.

7.	 The sons of Gershon were responsible 
for the curtains, the coverings, the 
screens and the cords.

8.	 El'azar oversaw the sons of Qehath in 
their services.

Down

1.	 Aharon and his sons were responsible 
for covering all the set-apart objects.

2.	 The census of the sons of Lewi began at 
age 30 and ended at age? fifty

3.	 The sons of Merari were responsible 
for the boards, bars, columns, sockets, 
pegs and their cords.

6.	 Ithamar oversaw the sons of Gershon in 
their services.
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MAZE

1
2

3
4
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Precious Possessions 
NOTEBOOK PAGE
Materials:
●	Cardstock - white 
●	Cardboard
●	Puncturing tool
●	Toothpicks
●	Ruler (to assist in folding tabs)
●	Clear tape
●	Double-sided adhesive tape
●	Scissors
●	Coloring pencils, crayons or markers
●	Notebook Templates: A & B (BW) or C & D (color)

Parent/Teacher Preparation:
• �Print Notebook Templates of choice on  

white cardstock.
• �Please note that this Notebook Page is a  

continuation from last week's Pearl Seekers  
lesson for parsha Bemidbar (34.1).

Instructions for the Notebook Page: 
●	 If using BW Templates, color using medium 

of choice.
●	 Cut out all Template pieces. (P1)

Banners

●	 Lay a toothpick onto the back of each of the 
banners, and place a small piece of tape to 
secure the 'pole'. (P2a, P2b)

●	 Set banners aside for now. (P3)

Creating the Tents

●	 Using a puncturing tool, poke a hole through 
the center of the 2nd line opposite the tab on 
each tent. (P4)

●	 Using a ruler for assistance, create the tents 
by making fold lines on the solid black lines of 
all the tents. (P5a, P5b)

●	 Run double-sided adhesive tape along the 
tabs of all 5 tents. (P6)

Lewites’ Duties 3-D
Numbers 4
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Instructions for the Notebook Page cont’d: 
Attaching Banners to Tents

●	 Take your banners and insert them into each hole. (P7a, 7b)
●	 Set aside for now.

Characters

●	 Using a ruler for assistance, fold the tabs 
outward on all the characters. (P8a, P8b)

●	 Line up each character with their tent. (P9)
●	 Set aside for now.

Hebrew Words

●	 Cut 4 rectangle pieces of cardstock large 
enough to write the following Hebrew words 
on them:

	¾ 1) Pekuddah 	 	פּקדה (2 3) Oversight (P10)
	¾ 1) Melachah 	 	מלאכה (2 3) Work (P11)
	¾ 1) Avodah 	 	צפנה (2 3) Service (P12)
	¾ 1) Massa 	 	משׂא (2 3) Burden (P13)

●	 Glue each word to the cardboard as desired 
making sure to leave enough room for the 
tents and characters. (P14)
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Instructions for the Notebook Page cont’d: 
Adding Tents, Mosheh, Aharon, El'azar, Ithamar and Lewites

●	 Run double-sided adhesive tape onto the bottom of each tent and 
the back of the tabs of each character. (P15a, P15b)

●	 Place tents and characters on the land 3-D 
Notebook Page from 34.1 Pearl Seekers 
lesson as follows: 

●	 Priests El'azar and Ithamar as overseers as 
desired (P16a, P16b)

●	 East Side: Mosheh, Aharon and their tents 
(P17)

●	 West Side: Gershonites and their tent (P18)
●	 North Side: Qehathites and their tent (P19)
●	 South Side: Merarites and their tent (P20)
●	 Your 3-D encampments for the 12 tribes, 

Mosheh, Aharon and Lewites along with their 
duties are now complete. (P21)

You now have a visual representation of the 12 
tribes, Lewites, Mosheh and Aharon's tents 
placement around the Dwelling Place along 
with the duties of the Lewites (Gershonites, 
Merarites, Qehathites) and the 2 sons of 
Aharon (El'azar and Ithamar) who supervised 
the duties of the Lewites.
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Notebook Template A (BW)
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Notebook Template B (BW)
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Notebook Template C (color)
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Notebook Template D (color)
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Sweetness of Torah
SWEET SOUNDS OF TORAH 
(Sing Praises to His Name)

Here is the link for this song: 
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2017-05-28T06_28_21-07_00
Sing to the tune of “There's a Hole in the Bottom of the Sea”

The Mishkans in the Center of the Tribes

The Mishkans in the center of the tribes 
The Mishkans in the center of the tribes 
To protect, to protect, to protect the Mishkan 
To protect, to protect, to protect the Mishkan

The Arks in the center of the Mishkan 
The Arks in the center of the Mishkan 
To protect, to protect, to protect the Ark 
To protect, to protect, to protect the Ark

The Torahs in the center of the Ark 
The Torahs in the center of the Ark 
To protect, to protect, to protect the Torah 
To protect, to protect, to protect the Torah

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2017-05-28T06_28_21-07_00
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SWEET TASTE OF TORAH 
This snack relates to this week’s parsha. Please take these as suggestions and make necessary changes 
based on your individual dietary needs.

Set-Apart Objects’ Coverings
Numbers 4:7-8, 13

Ingredients:
●	 Peel-apart fruit strips
●	 Fruit leather strips
●	 Fruit Roll-Ups

Instructions:
To represent the coverings for the Dwelling Place, choose any of the above in blue, 
scarlet and purple to enjoy as a snack to enhance this week's Torah portion.
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Next Week’s Treasure Hunt 
Next Week’s Torah Portion

Beha’alotcha

Numbers 8:1 – 12:16

Suggested Reading Schedule

Monday:	 Num. 8	� Instructions for the 7 lamps; 
The service of the Lewites 

Tuesday:	 Num. 9	� Instructions for the second Passover;The 
appearance of the cloud and fire

Wednesday:	 Num. 10	� Instructions for the 2 silver 
trumpets; The Yisra'elites' 
departure from the Wilderness of 
Sinai to the Wilderness of Paran

Thursday:	 Num. 11	� The peoples’ complaints and the 
provision of manna; Appointment of the 
70 elders;The quail and the plague

Friday:	 Num. 12	� Miryam and Aharon speak against 
Mosheh; Miryam chastised with leprosy


