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Gem Seeking
LITTLE GEMS STORY

Parent/Teacher Preparation:

Please see the Instructions for the Little Gems Story on the YMTOTI website. This will help you to
understand how to prepare for the story.

Outsmart, Outwit, Outplay

Shalom, children! This week we will learn about how Yahweh helped Ya'aqob outsmart,
outwit, and outplay his crafty father-in-law, Laban. (Place Ya'aqob and Laban on board.)
How many of you remember the way Laban fooled Ya'aqob by making him work 7 years to
marry his daughter Rahel? When the 7 years were up, he tricked Ya'aqob into marrying
his oldest daughter Le'ah instead. Then he made Ya'aqob promise to work another 7 years
to get Rahel. How many years total is that children? 7 + 7 = 14 right? (Place #14 on
board.) Ya'aqob had to work 14 years for Laban. During those 14 years, Ya'aqob had 11
sons and 1 daughter. He also had a lot of flocks and servants. (Place children, animals
and servants on board.)

So, he asked Laban to let him take his family and move farther away, so all their animals
would have enough grasslands to feed them. Now, Ya'aqob's hard work had made Laban
quite wealthy. Do you think Laban wanted to let Ya'aqob go? No way! He was a very greedy
man and was only thinking about himself. But Ya'aqob really wanted to go back home so
he firmly told Laban that he was leaving. Laban then asked him what he would be taking
with him when he left.

Now, Ya'aqob wanted to be fair about what he asked for, so why not just ask Laban for
some of his sheep and goats? Laban had mostly plain-colored animals, so Ya'aqob asked
only for the ones that happened to be speckled, streaked or spotted, plus the black-
colored lambs. (Place speckled, streaked, spotted and black lambs on board.) Well,
Laban thought this was a cool deal, because Ya'agob would just keep making him richer,
right? But Laban had forgotten what a smart farmer Ya'aqob was. Most of all, Laban
forgot that Yahweh was with Ya'aqob in everything he did. You see, Yahweh had already
given Ya'aqob a clever plan—something you'd never think of in a million years. Let's learn
all about it.

(Remove all characters from board.)
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Laban had his sons take away all the speckled, streaked or spotted flock and left his
flock for Ya'aqob to watch over. Right away Ya'aqob got busy cutting off tree branches
and peeling away the bark until the branches were all white. (Place hand peeling branch
on board.)

Then he placed the branches in the water troughs where Laban's flock came to drink.
(Place animals drinking water on board.) Pretty soon after this all the newborns came
out speckled, streaked or spotted, just as he had hoped for. (Place speckled, streaked
and spotted animals on board.) I wonder if his father Yitshaq taught him this technique.

Well pretty soon Ya'aqob's flock was stronger and larger than Laban's. Now it was
Ya'aqob who was getting rich. When Laban found out about this, do you think he was
happy? Noooo! (Place angry emoji on board.) He kept changing Ya'aqob's earnings this
way and that way. For another 6 years, the 2 men tried to get the best of each other.
But Yahweh was blessing Ya'aqob with more flocks and servants and camels and donkeys
than ever!

At last, Laban's sons got mad. They were losing all their father's wealth to their brother-
in-law, and began talking about doing harm to Ya'aqob. But Yahweh appeared to him in a
dream. He said it was fime to pack up his family and his flocks and journey back to his
homeland in Kenad'an. (Place dream scene on board.) Yahweh reminded Ya'aqob that He
would be with him, just as He had promised many years before. His 2 wives, Rahel and
Le'ah, were behind him 100 percent. (Place Rahel and Le'ah on board.) They knew how
selfish their father was, and agreed that their whole family would be better off back in
Kend'an.

Of course, Ya'aqob obeyed Yahweh, but he was pretty sneaky about it. He watched until
Laban went away for several days to do his sheep-shearing and left with his family,
servants and animals. (Place Ya'aqob, Rahel and Le'ah, animals and servants on
board next to each other.) Ya'aqob's wife Rahel did something sneaky, too. She crept
into her father's house and secretly stole his little household idols. (Place household
idols on board.) We aren't told why she did this... But T wonder why Laban had idols in
his house. Was he behaving like one of Yahweh's true worshipers? He sure didn't act
like one, did he?

Well, 3 days went by before Laban heard that Ya'aqob had taken off for the mountains
with his daughters and his grandkids. Boy, was he mad! He grabbed his brothers and
they all went chasing after Ya'aqob. (Place Laban and 3 men on board.) It fook them 7
whole days to catch up, but Yahweh protected Ya'aqob once again. He came to Laban in
a dream and sternly warned him not to threaten Ya'aqob or fry to deceive him anymore.
Maybe Laban wasn't a frue worshiper, but we all know that Yahweh can talk to anyone
He wants to!
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(Move Ya'aqob, Le'ah and Rahel next to Laban.) So, when Laban reached Ya'aqob's
camp, he only spoke of how disappointed and angry he was that Ya'aqob had slipped away
without letting him throw a farewell party, or even kiss his daughters goodbye.

Then Laban wanted to know why on earth Ya'aqob had snatched his household gods.
Yad'aqob had no idea that Rahel had taken her father's idols. He told Laban to search the
whole camp and swore that if anyone was found with the stolen idols they would be killed.
Laban searched every tent, but Rahel fooled her father so that he would not check out
her secret hiding place. She sat on them! (Remove Rahel from board and place Rahel
sitting on idols on board.) When no idols turned up, Ya'aqob finally lost his temper. He
shouted at Laban for accusing him falsely, and for dealing with him unfairly all those
years when he'd been so hard-working and honest. He pointed out that without Yahweh's
help and protection, Laban would have sent him away empty-handed!

(Remove all characters from board.)

At last, the 2 men made a solemn agreement not to harm one another, and Ya'aqob
promised to be kind to his 2 wives, who were Laban's daughters. They set up a tall rock
and a heap of stones as a sign of their agreement. (Place meal scene on board and point
to stones.) Then they sacrificed to Yahweh and ate a meal together. When they got

up early the next morning, Laban blessed his daughters and their families, kissed them
goodbye and went on his way. (Remove meal scene and place Laban, Ya'aqob, Rahel
and Le'ah on board.) Isn't it wonderful how Yahweh kept His promises to Ya'aqob, even
though Laban kept scheming against him? When we trust Him and do all that He says,
nobody can stop Him from blessing us. (Place blessing emoji on board.)

Well children, we have come to the end of our story for today. We will see you next week
for another exciting Little Gems story!
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Le'ah

3 Men Laban
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Animals drinking water

Angry emoji
Animals and servants gry J

Meal scene

Blessing emoyji
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Household idols Peeled branches

Hand peeling branch

Animals

Children

Rahel sitting on idols
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Rahel

‘aqob
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Animals drinking water

Angry emoji
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Household idols Peeled branches

Rahel sitting on idols
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Counting What You Gained

This next section is intended fo be reinforcement of the lessons learned during this parsha. Choose the
activities that best fit your child.

STORING UP TREASURE IN MY HEART

The Katan Aleph memory verse for this Torah portion is Genesis 31:49. If they have not
already done so, begin o help them o memorize the verse. Be creative and try acting it
out, or putting it o music.

Let Yahweh watch between
you and me when we are
out of each other's sight.
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Use this space to draw a picture of the verse memorized.

Use this space to write out the verse memorized.
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SEEKING TREASURE

Circle the correct choices.

1. Which animal represents the type of flock Ya'aqob did not ask for? (30:32)

P ”

2. Where did Ya'aqob place the peeled rods? (30:38)
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WORD SEARCH

Search for the hidden words from this week's parsha.
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SPECKLED
STREAKED
SPOTTED
BLACK
RODS
PEELED
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MAZE
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MATCHING COLUMNS

Draw a line from the description to its correct animal.

spotted

speckled

streaked

black
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Precious Possessions

CRAFT

Materials:

« Cardstock - white

« Foam board

« Ruler

. Dowel - 12" long (cut in half)

« Rubber bands (4)

« X-acto knife

« Glue of choice

- Hot glue

« Scissors

« Pencil (for tracing)

« Coloring pencils, crayons or markers
« Craft Templates: A-C (BW) or A & D-E (color)

Lyre

Genesis 31:27

Parent/Teacher Preparation:
* Print Craft Templates of choice on white cardstock.

Instructions for the Craft: =z

. If using BW Templates, color using medium of choice. N -l
« Cut out all Template pieces. (P1) P1
« Trace Template A patterns onto foam board. (P2a, P2b)

. Using an X-acto knife, cut out the patterns. (P3) R

« Lay the foam board pieces next to the cardstock
templates to make sure you have them facing correctly
before gluing. (P4) — .

« Spread a thin layer of glue onto the foam boards ) P2a P2b
and lay the cardstock templates over them. (P5a, o
P5b, Pc, P5d)

P5a P5b P5c P5d
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Instructions for the Craft Cont'd:

« Allow to dry.

« Slide 4 rubber bands evenly onto the middle Lyre piece.
(P6a, P6b)

« Using a ruler, make a mark on the dowel in the middle. (P7)

« Using an X-acto knife, cut the dowel in half.
(P8)

« Slide the 2 dowels underneath the rubber
bands at the top and bottom of the middle
lyre piece. (P9) P7

. Using a hot glue gun, place glue onto the
ends of the dowels on one side and lay the
side lyre piece over the glue making sure

you have the correct side before gluing.
(P10q, P10b)

« Repeat for the other side. (P11a, P11b)
« Your lyre is now complete.

You now have a visual representation of one of the
instruments that Laban mentioned he would have sent
Ya'agob and his daughters out with on their journey.
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Craft Template A (BW)

Cut 2
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Craft Template B (BW)

EXALY  Shve
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Craft Template C (BW)
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Craft Template D (color)
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Craft Template E (color)
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Sweetness of Torah

SWEET SOUNDS OF TORAH

(Sing Praises to His Name)

Here is the link for this song:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2022-11-26 T10_36_43-08_00

Send Me On My Way

And Ya'aqob said to Laban,

"I have worked for all these years.

Send me on my way, to go to my own place.
Send me with my wives, and all of my children.
Send me on my way, to go to my own place.”

For Yahweh said to Ya'aqob,

"Go back to your land.

Land of your fathers, for T am with you.”
For Yahweh said to Ya'aqob,

"Go back to your land.

The land of your fathers, for T am with you."
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SWEET TASTE OF TORAH

This snack relates to this week's parsha. Please take these as suggestions and make necessary changes
based on your individual dietary needs.

Sheep

Genesis 30:31

At 4

. 4 P d —
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Ingredients:

« Graham crackers

« Marshmallow fluff

« Chocolate melting wafers
« Mini kosher marshmallows
« Candy eyeballs

Instructions:

« Spread marshmallow fluff on 1/2 of a graham cracker (one square).

. Using a knife, cut off 2 edges on a chocolate melting wafer to make a triangle face.
Then place on top of the marshmallow fluff in the middle of the Graham cracker.

« Attach candy eyeballs to the chocolate face, using marshmallow fluff as glue.
« Place mini marshmallows around the face on the graham cracker.
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Next Week’s Treasure Hunt

Next Week'’s Torah Portion

Vayishlach
Genesis 32:3 - 36:43

Suggested Reading Schedule

Monday:

Friday:

Gen. 32:3-32

Tuesday: Gen. 33
Wednesday: Gen. 34
Thursday:  Gen. 35

Gen. 36

Yd'aqob prepares to meet
Esaw; Yd'aqob wrestles with a
'‘Man' until day break and gets
his hip dislocated; Ya'aqob's
name is changed to Yisra'el

Ya'aqob and Esaw are reunited
Dinah's story

Ya'aqob keeps his promise
to return to Beyth El;
Rahel dies after Binyamin
is born; Yitshaq dies

Genealogy of Esaw, father
of the Edomites

__—
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