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Gem Seeking
LITTLE GEMS STORY

Parent/Teacher Preparation:

Please see the Instructions for the Little Gems Story on the YMTOTI website. This will help you to
understand how to prepare for the story.

Yahweh Chooses His Servants

Shalom children! Remember in our last story we learned about a Lewite named Korach

as well as 2 men from the tribe of Re'uben named Abiram and Dathan who approached
Mosheh and Aharon with 250 of the leaders to question their authority? (Place Korach,
Abiram, Dathan and group of men on board.) Remember how that didn't end so well for
them? Today we are going to witness an event where Yahweh shows all the leaders whom
He chooses to serve Him in the Dwelling Place. He was going to prove that Aharon was His
chosen and anointed High Priest and shut those rebels up once and for all.

So, He told Mosheh to arrange a very interesting test. Now, Yahweh's test was nothing
you or I would ever think of. Each of the twelve tribal leaders was o bring Mosheh a rod.
(Place Mosheh and 12 leaders with rods on board.) Mosheh told the people that the
rod belonging to the man Yahweh had chosen to be High Priest would actually bud. Wow -
Yahweh was going to make an old, dry staff break out with living blossoms! Have you ever
seen anything like that? Nope, me neither.

In Bible times, a man often used a strong, wooden staff to support him as he walked. The
rod of a tribal leader might have special carvings or decorations to show that he was an
important man. As each leader presented his rod, Mosheh marked the man's name on it
and handed it back to him. (Place 11 rods with names on board.) Mosheh took Aharon's
rod, too, since Aharon was head of the tribe of Lewi. (Place Aharon's rod on board.) He
marked Aharon's name on it, just as he'd done with all the other rods. (Remove Aharon's
rod and replace with Aharon's rod with name.) Then he collected all 12 of the rods and
laid them inside the Tent, right in front of the ark of the Witness - inside the Most Set-
apart Place - on the spot where Mosheh always stood when Yahweh spoke with him.

The next morning, Mosheh hurried to the Tent of Meeting, and what do you think he
saw? That's right! One of the rods was covered all over with beautiful almond blossoms.
(Replace Aharon's rod with name with Aharon’s budded rod.) Can anyone guess whose
rod it was? Of course - it was Aharon's rod. And not only did it have blossoms on it, but
ripe almonds, foo.

Now, that's a real miracle, because everyone knows the blossoms come first, and then
later you get the fruit. Aharon's rod had them both tfogether—how cool! And what about
the other leaders? I'll bet their jaws all dropped when they saw Aharon lift up his
beautiful, budding staff. (Place Aharon with budded rod on board.)
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Mosheh gave back the plain, old rods to the other leaders, but Yahweh told him to take
Aharon's blooming rod and to set it before the ark of the Witness, as a sign against the
rebels. (Place ark of the Witness on board next to Aharon's budded rod.) If they
grumbled against His leadership again, they would die.

Yahweh sure clamped their mouths shut, didn't He? Not only were they wrong; they had
insulted the Almighty Elohim! Whoa, now they were really scared. The rebels realized
that they could die because of their sin and were afraid fo come anywhere near the
Set-apart Place. (Place scared people on board.) And Yahweh agreed with them. He
made a new rule: no one but the priests could come near the Set-apart Place or the
bronze altar ever again. The priests were told to watch for any Lewites who might try

to come close to the furniture in the Set-apart Place; and the Lewites were to help
watch for any Yisrad'elite or stranger venturing onto set-apart ground where they weren't
allowed to go. Yahweh didn't want any more of His servants to end up dead!

(Remove all characters from board.)

Then Yahweh promised to take good care of His servants, the priests—and also their
Lewite helpers. The people were to bring offerings of one-tenth of all the good things
that Yahweh provided them and give that to the Lewites. He gave Mosheh a list of all the
meats, grains, oils and money that the Lewites were fo receive from the people. (Place
Yisra'elite tithe offering scene on board.) Even though there were many Lewites, they
wouldn't be allowed to keep every bit of it, because after all, the priests had to eat, too.
So, the Lewites would turn around and set aside one-tenth of all the gifts they got, and
pass that on fo the priests. (Place Lewite tithe offering scene on board next to people
tithe offering scene.)

Yahweh also ordered that some parts of certain sacrifices must be given to those who
were working so hard to prepare all these offerings. Not only were they carrying out

the morning and evening sacrifices, but they had to handle all the offerings that the
people were bringing, one after the other. When lunchtime came around, do you suppose
any priests had been allowed even a minute to make a sandwich? No way. So, Yahweh
commanded them to sit down and eat some of His meat and bread right there in the
courtyard, near His Holy Place. Some of the food could be taken home for their wives and
children, too. (Place Lewite eating with family scene on board.)

Yahweh also talked to them about their future. One day, when the Yisra'elites were all
settled in the Promised Land, the land would be divided up between all the tribes, except
for the tribe of Lewi. (Place land inheritance map on board.) The Lewites could have
their own homes but would not get a big piece of land like the other tribes. Why was
that? Well, just think how busy the Lewites and priests would be, taking care of Yahweh's
Dwelling Place day after day. They wouldn't have time to till fields, reap the crops, raise
cattle or shepherd livestock. (Place shepherd and farmer scene on board.) Instead of
inheriting their own tribal property, Yahweh said that the priests would inherit Yahweh
Himself! They would get to be near His House, and also study His Torah so they could
help the people understand the best way to follow Yahweh's laws. (Place Lewite studying
Torah scroll on board.) The Lewites would be helpers to the priests, and later on some
even got to be musicians and praise singers in His House, with all their food and shelter
provided. (Place Lewite musician and singer on board.)
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Let's think about how Yahweh watches over us when we do what we are supposed to do to
serve Him. He provides food, shelter and clothing. He gives parents, teachers and friends
to help us and encourage us. Sometimes a person may come along and say they are better
than we are at what we do and might even try to take over our job. But when we give our
best and follow His commands, He will keep on choosing us for the job, and will not let
them have their way. As we give all the honor to Yahweh, we will be so happy to be busy
doing the very special things we are gifted to do for Him.

Well children, we have come to the end of our story for today. We will see you next week
for another exciting Little Gems story!
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12 Leaders with rods

Aharon's budded rod

Aharon's rod with name

Aharon's rod

11 Rods with names
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Korach Abiram Aharon with budded rod

Lewite musician with singer
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Lewite eating with family Mosheh

Land inheritance map
Scared people

WWWYMTOL.ORG Dy v © YOUNG MESSIANIC TORAH OBSERVANT ISRAEL
38.2-KORACH | NUMBERS16:1-18:32 | KA ”ﬂﬁ PAGE 7



Group of men

Shepherd scene

Farmer scene
Yisra'elite tithe offering scene

Lewite studying Torah scroll

Ark of the Witness

/— \

WWW.YMTOL.ORG Dy © YOUNG MESSIANIC TORAH OBSERVANT ISRAEL
38.2-KORACH | NUMBERS16:1-18:32 | KA “ﬁﬂﬁ PAGE 8




12 Leaders with rods
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Mosheh

Scared people

WWWYMTOLORG

° © YOUNG MESSIANIC TORAH OBSERVANT ISRAEL
38.2-KORACH | NUMBERS16:1-18:32 | KA “

ﬁ PAGE 10



= &A.‘_» =7

——

(EES

Group of men

Farmer scene

Yisra'elite tithe offering scene

Lewite studying Torah scroll

Ark of the Witness

Lewite tithe offering scene
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Counting What You Gained

This next section is infended to be reinforcement of the lessons learned during this parsha. Choose the
activities that best fit your child.

STORING UP TREASURE IN MY HEART

The Katan Aleph memory verse for this Torah portion is Numbers 18:6. If they have not
already done so, begin o help them o memorize the verse. Be creative and try acting it
out, or putting it o music.

And see, T Myself have taken
your brothers the Léwites
from the midst of the children
of Yisra'él - a gift to you, given
by Yahweh, to do the service
of the Tent of Appointment.
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Use this space to draw a picture of the verse memorized.

Use this space to write out the verse memorized.
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SEEKING TREASURE

Circle the correct choices.

1. How many rods did each leader bring? (17:2)

I 2

2. Whose rod budded? (17:8)

y

Mosheh

4. Who did Yahweh choose to be His helpers? (18:1)
YT  5g8

11 Leaders Priests

5. Who did Yahweh choose to be helpers to the priesthood? (18:2)

11 Leaders 250 Leaders
6. What did Yahweh call the Lewites? (18:6)
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WORD SEARCH

Search for the hidden words from this week's parsha.

T OJ O Z ML Y 6 X
B € C A D EDUDU B
D L ZHAG F A P C
N A ODMMHNILEY
M O E S O QK MXY
U R R C S J J ONE
S O S AY OV NDH
R T K UHP MD O U
X L NWR A O S R K
Q 6 P AV V O K A K
ROD

BLOSSOM

ALMONDS

BUDDED

AHARON

LEADERS
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MAZE
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Precious Possessions
CRAFT Aharon’s Rod

Numbers 17:8

Materials:

« Cardstock - white

« Construction paper - brown, white, pink, green
« Cardboard or cereal box - brown

- Tissue paper - green & brown

« Permanent marker - black

. Tacky glue

. Scissors

« Coloring pencils - dark purple & brown

« Craft Template: A (BW)

Parent/Teacher Preparation:
* Print Craft Template A on white cardstock.

Instructions for the Craft:

« Roll up brown construction paper to make rod, gluing as you go. (P1)

« Stuff brown tissue paper into the top end of the rod to create
knob on top. Secure it with glue. (P2)

. Using green tissue paper, create twigs by rolling the paper into a
strand. We made 2. (P3)

« Starting at the top, glue the tissue strand around the rod as
desired. (P4)

. Using Template A cut out your leaves onto green construction
paper and flower pieces onto pink and white construction paper.
Make as many as you desire to decorate your rod. (P5)

« Cut out the almond shapes onto the cardboard.

Fo
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Instructions for the Craft Cont d:

« Take your purple colored pencil and color the almond. Repeat with
the brown colored pencil to blend. This will make the almonds
stand out. (Péa, P6b)

« Glue the pink flowers to the back of the white flowers, letting Péa
only a little pink show. (P7)

« Glue the flowers, leaves and almonds around the twig and on the
rod with as many as desired. (P8)

« Write 'Aharon’ on the rod with black permanent marker. (P9)

Péb

You now have a visual representation of Aharon's rod that budded
with almond flowers.

P8a

P8b

P9

WWW.YMTOL.ORG ° ; v © YOUNG MESSIANIC TORAH OBSERVANT ISRAEL
38.2-KORACH | NUMBERS16:1-18:32 | KA %ﬂﬁ PAGE 18



Craft Template A (BW)

Almond Leaves

00

Almond Blossoms

(3 3

Almonds

0 O
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Sweetness of Torah

SWEET SOUNDS OF TORAH

(Sing Praises to His Name)

Here is the link for this song:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2024-07-10T07_43_01-07_00

There were 12 Rods

There were 12 rods

For the 12 tribes

Put their names on their rods
Which one will bud?

Re'uben’s rod didn't bud
Shim'on's rod didn't bud
Yehudah's rod didn't bud
Which one will bud?

Gad and Asher's didn't bud
Dan's rod didn't bud
Naphtali's rod didn't bud
Which one will bud?

Yisasskar's didn't bud

Zebulun's didn't bud

Yoseph and Binyamin's didn't bud
Which one will bud?

Aharon’'s was among them
Aharon’'s was among them
Aharon’'s was among them
His rod budded and blossomed!

WWW.YMTOLORG ) =

oo °
38.2-KORACH | NUMBERS16:1-18:32 | KA “ )4

© YOUNG MESSIANIC TORAH OBSERVANT ISRAEL
PAGE 21


https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/steveberkson/episodes/2024-07-10T07_43_01-07_00

SWEET TASTE OF TORAH

This snack relates to this week's parsha. Please take these as suggestions and make necessary changes
based on your individual dietary needs.

Almond Rod Cookies

Numbers 17:8

Ingredients:

+ % c. vegetable shortening

« 7 C.unsalted butter, softened
. legg

« 13 tsp. almond extract

« 11sp. vanilla extract

« 1c. powdered sugar

« 2 % c. all-purpose flour

« 1tsp. salt

« # c. chopped almonds

Instructions:

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a mixing bowl, combine the shortening, butter, egg,
almond extract, vanilla extract, and powdered sugar. Cream well. In a separate bowl,
combine the flour and salt. Add to the shortening mixture and blend well. Stir in the
chopped almonds.

To form these cookies, take a tablespoon of dough and gently roll it info a log about
5-6 inches long. (The chopped almonds might make it a little difficult to roll smoothly.
Another option is to make plain dough and sprinkle the chopped almonds on top of the
cookies and press in lightly before they're baked.)

Place the logs (or rods) on an ungreased cookie sheet. Slightly curve the tops to form a
shepherd's crook. Form cookies one at a time.

Bake for 9-10 minutes or until a light golden brown. Let cool slightly on cookie sheet
before transferring to cooling rack. Yield: 3-4 dozen
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Next Week’s Treasure Hunt
Next Week’s Torah Portion

Chukat
Num. 19:1 -22:1
Suggested Reading Schedule
Monday: Num. 19 The Red Heifer
Tuesday: Num. 20:1-13 Death of Miryam; Mosheh

strikes the rock at the
waters of Meribah

Wednesday: Num. 20:14-29 Passage through Edom denied;
Death of Aharon; El'azar
promoted to High Priest

Thursday: ~ Num. 21:1-9 The plague of snake-bites;
Gazing on the Bronze Serpent
Friday: Num. 21:10-22:1 The journey to Mo'ab; King

Sihon and King Og defeated

__—
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